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Learning Chinese characters is a difficult and solitary process. Some of the difficulty comes from
the sheer number and similarity of characters and the relationship between the basic
components that make up a character. Having to remember all these characters requires a lot
of solitary work by students. To solve these problems, | have developed a peer storytelling
activity based on the ‘Heisig method’. According to the principles of this method, students first
learn a key meaning for the basic components, and then create an imaginative story to
associate all components with the meaning of the entire character.

In peer storytelling, students work in pairs. One week before the lecture, students get
information about the basic components. During the lecture, the pairs test each other’s
knowledge and make stories for the meaning of the entire character. This arrangement not only
makes it much easier for students to remember, but also increases their motivation to learn
characters.
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6. The summary of the presentation

Learning Chinese characters is a difficult and solitary process. Some of the difficulty
comes from the sheer number and similarity of characters and the relationship between
the basic components that make up a character. Having to remember all these
characters requires a lot of solitary work by students. To solve these problems, | have
developed a peer storytelling activity based on the ‘Heisig method’. According to the
principles of this method, students first learn a key meaning for the basic components,
and then create an imaginative story to associate all components with the meaning of
the entire character. In peer storytelling, students work in pairs. One week before the
lecture, students get information about the basic components. During the lecture, the
pairs test each other’s knowledge and make stories for the meaning of the entire
character. This arrangement not only makes it much easier for students to remember,
but also increases their motivation to learn characters.

7. How can the presentation be related to the theme of the colloquium: taalvaardigheid in het
hoger onderwijs (language teaching in higher education)? Or, how can your presentation be
of use to a language teacher in higher education?

This presentation not only introduces how to deal with the complexity of Chinese characters
based on a storytelling method but also demonstrates how peer students can co-construct
meaning to remember characters. This presentation shows that learning characters can be both
creative and effective in an interactive learning environment.



